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Studies from the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research. Volume XXXI.

The Rockefeller Institute for Medical Pe-
search has published in Volume XXXI results
of investigations conducted at the Rockefeller
Institute. Among these reports there are a

number which merit especial attention. Dr.
Noguchi has contributed three interesting arti-
cles, in the first of which he considers the re-

sults of his further study on the cultural con-
ditions of leptospira (spirochaeta) ioterohaemor-
rhagiae; in the second he discusses the ques-
tion of the survival of leptospira icterohaemor-
rhagiae in nature, and reports his observations
concerning microchemical reactions and inter-
mediary hosts. In his third article, "A homo-
hemolytic system for the serum diagnosis of
syphilis," Dr. Noguchi has described the prin-
ciple of the method, the mode of utilization of
human complement for the serodiagnosis of
syphilis, varieties of irregular reactions and
their adjustment, and the practical application
of the test.

Two papers have been contributed by Dr.
Simon Plexner, Dr. Harold Amoss, and, Dr.
Frederick Eberson. The first. "Physiological
stimulation of the choroid plexus and experi-
mental poliomyelitis," by Plexner, Amoss, and
Eberson, supports the theory of the stimulating
effect of intravenous injections of extracts of
choroid plexus in the secretions of the cere-

brospinal fluid. The second paper, by Plexner
and Amoss, considers the passage of neutraliz-
ing substance from the blood into the cérébro-
spinal fluid in actively immunized monkeys.
The reports of Jacques Loeb, M.D, are valu-

able contributions to experimental biology. The
first describes the stoichiometrical character of
the action of neutral salts upon the swelling
of gelatine; in the second, he illustrates the
law controlling the quantity and rate of re-

generation. His other studios include "The
influence of neutral salts upon the viscosity of
gelatine solutions," "The influence of neutral
salts, bases, and acids on the precipitability of
gelatin by alcohol," and "The origin of the
conception of physiologically balanced salt solu-
tions. "

Of interest from the point of view of animal
pathology is "Coccidiosis in Young Calves,"
by Dr. Theobald Smith and Dr. "W. H. Gray-
bill, who discuss the general characters of the
disease and its pathology, and cite brief notes
on individual cases.

In addition to these articles, this volume con-
tains many other studies of value to medical
research.

Cerebrospinal Fluid. BY Abraham Levinson,
B.S., M.D. St. Louis: C. B. Mosby Com-
pany. 1919.

The publication of this volume, "Cerebro-
spinal Fluid," has added to medical literature
a book of unusual and timely interest. The
study of body fluids, particularly of cerebro-
spinal fluids, has proved in recent years to be
of great value in the diagnosis of many dis-
eases and in the determination of physiologic
and. pathologic processes in the body. In this
book the character of the cerebrospinal fluid
is considered in health and in disease. The
author has presented the theories of a number
of investigators on the function and origin of
this fluid. Of great practical value is the dis-
cussion of technic in obtaining the fluid and
in examining it after it has been withdrawn.
A chapter on lumbar and cranial puncture, il-
lustrated by tables and plates, describes in
careful detail the methods of procedure and
the dangers to be guarded against. The changes
which occur in the cerebrospinal fluid in vari-
ous diseases,—such as uremia, diabetes mellitus,
epilepsy, lues, psychoses, encephalitis, mening-
ism, and poliomyelitis,—are considered as sig-
nificant for diagnostic purposes and as show-
ing their relation to the clinical manifestations
of the disease. The methods of treatment
which are described include those definitely
established and those still in the experimental
stage. In order to promote further scientific
research on this subject, the author has sug-
gested a number of lines of investigation which
should be helpful in solving some of the con-
tested problems of medicine. The book is ex-

cellently illustrated by plates, some of which
are colored, and by tables.
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